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Why is action to foster circular economy needed? 

And what do products have to do with it? 

About 50% of total 

greenhouse gas emissions 
come from resource 
extraction and processing



Products are generally not 
designed for sustainability

• Many products break down too 
quickly, cannot be easily 
repaired or recycled; 
increasingly complex product 
designs (including substances of 
concern and compound 
substances)

Information on products’
environmental characteristics is lacking

• For consumers and businesses 
• Not always easily accessible
• Information on Substances of Concern 

in products



Ecodesign for Sustainable Products Regulation
building on the Ecodesign Directive

Regularly updated 

multiannual working 

plans setting out priorities

Framework legislation 

Product-specific measures 

based on detailed impact 

assessment

ESPR = 
framework
legislation

It does not set 
specific measures. 
Rather, it enables 

their later adoption

5



ESPR sets a new sustainability & ecodesign approach 

Broad scope 

Moving beyond 
energy-related 

products to a wide 
product scope

New sustainability & 
ecodesign aspects 

e.g. performance 
requirements -

durability, CO2 footprint, 
recycled content

Horizontal measures

Common ecodesign 
requirements 
for products 

with similarities

Strong focus 
on product information

Digital Product Passport, 
labels & information 

requirements

6



Key product aspects under ESPR
Article 5 – Ecodesign requirements

Recycled 
content

Environmental 
Footprint

Water use & 
efficiency

Energy use & 
efficiency

Generation of 
Waste 

materials

Resource use 
& efficiency

Durability

Reusability

Upgradability

Reparability

Reliability

Possibility of 
Remanufact-

uring

Possibility of 
Recycling

Maintenance & 
Refurbishment

Possibility of 
Recovery of 

Materials

Presence of 
Substances of 

Concern
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Ecodesign requirements

Performance 

requirements 

Information 

requirements 

Digital 
Product 
Passport

(DPP)

Labels

Substances
of Concern

(SoC)

Customers and 
other actors

Treatment facilities

Performance 
(classes of 

performance)

Based on product parameters 
(Annex I)

Qualitative Quantitative
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Product specific or horizontal

Horizontal requirements
When two or more product 
groups display similarities 

allowing a product aspect to be 
effectively improved based on 

common information or 
performance requirements



Contribution to 
EU climate, 

environmental 
and energy 
objectives

Next steps – Prioritisation of products

Volume of 
EU sales & 

trade

Improvement 
potential  

without dis-
proportionate 

costs

Need to review, 
adapt to 
changed 

technologies & 
market

Internal 
Market & 
Economic 
resilience

Value Chain 
Distribution 
of Impacts

Art. 18 – Product 
prioritisation criteria
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• WP minimum of 3 years, covering ecodesign requirements, including horizontal requirements, and 
the possible prohibition of destruction of unsold consumer goods.

• First working plan to be adopted in the first 9 months of ESPR implementation and include:

• Justification must be provided for inclusion or exclusion of products.

ESPR Working Plan

FINAL PRODUCTS

• Iron and Steel

• Aluminum

• Chemicals

• Textiles (in part. garments & 
footwear)

• Furniture, including mattresses 

• Tyres

• Detergents

• Paints

• Lubricants

• Energy related products

• Information & communication 
technology products and other 
electronics

INTERMEDIATE 
PRODUCTS
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ESPR next steps and process

~ 1st WP Q1/25

Adoption first measures 2026

Applicable after 18 months 2027/2028

Measure applies

Adoption of 
Measure

Consultation of 
Ecodesign Forum

Stakeholder 

input collected

throughout

1.5-2 years

Preparatory Study & 
Impact Assessment

Multiannual Work 

Plans
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• As successor to the Ecodesign Directive, ESPR will work together with Energy 
Labels on energy-related products

• ESPR introduces the Digital Product Passport, giving access to sustainability
information through a data carrier on the product itself

• ESPR also has the possibility to require mandatory labelling at the place of sale to 
display information to consumers, for example on classes of performance

• Several references to the EU Ecolabel, in relation to presumption of conformity
and to Member States incentives in particular

ESPR and labels
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Thank you
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